
COLORADO RIVER & LOWER BASIN AGRICULTURE
WATER ALLOCATIONS & REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

14.6 MAF 
Average Flow 1906 - 2022

12.1 MAF 
Average Flow 2000 - 2022

600,000 AC 
CO River irrigates in CA

$6.2B
Value of regional CA farm production

70-80%
CO River water used for irrigation

COLORADO RIVER ALLOCATIONS (MAF)
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KEY REGIONAL AG STATISTICS
The Colorado River supplies water to a unique climatic region of California 
& Yuma, AZ that generates agricultural production that is crucial to America’s 
year-round domestic supply of fresh vegetables and other crops. 
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100% of U.S. dates 
grown in Lower Basin

24% of California 
spinach grown in 

Imperial & Riverside Cos. 

95% of winter lettuce, 
broccoli, cauliflower & leafy 

greens grown in Lower Basin

22% of all California 
lettuce grown in Imperial & 

Riverside Cos.

33% of California hay 
grown in Imperial Valley 

29% of California 
peppers grown in 
Coachella Valley

 PeoplesCompany.com/Pacific-West
References: https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/r/r45546, https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/californias-water-the-colorado-river-november-2018.pdf, https://
www.mwdh2o.com/media/drydpr1x/mwd_coloradoriverfactsheet_february2023_english.pdf, https://www.12news.com/article/news/local/water-wars/arizona-farmers-strug-
gle-to-find-solutions-after-unprecedented-colorado-river-water-cuts/75-d677a202-8687-480c-94b4-63784044002f, https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/

Publications/AgComm/2021/CAC_2021_errata.pdf 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
CURTIS BUONO  |  760.521.2501

CURTIS@PEOPLESCOMPANY.COM


